
DENNY Claude 

 

 Private : South Staffordshire Regiment : 8th Battalion.  

Age: 20 Died of wounds: 28/02/1916  

Service No: 18042  

Additional information: Son of Ernest and Caroline Denny, of Haughley, 

Suffolk. He was born & resided at Haughley and enlisted at Colchester. He 

served in France & Flanders & died of wounds. The South Staffordshire 

Regiment 8th (Service) Battalion was formed at Lichfield, September 1914, as 

part of K2. Became part of 51st Brigade, 17th (Northern) Division. It was  

disbanded on the 23 February 1918 while still  in France and the remnants were 

dispersed to other regiments. A number of local boys enlisted at Colchester. A 

significant number of them lost their lives. The include :_- Charles Buck from 

Fingringhoe (18/7/1916), & from Tollesbury ; Claude Denny (28/02/1916), 

Sidney Rose (25/4/1916), Louis Lewis (29/2/1916), Frank James Layzell 

(30/11/1915), Joseph Ingate (11/2/1916), John Augustus Frost (27/5/1917. He 

was one of the first group from the village to join up. 

The 17th Division was established by the Northern Command, September 1914, as part of K2. Early days were 

somewhat chaotic, the new volunteers having very few trained officers and NCOs to command them, no 

organised billets or equipment. In the early Summer of 1915, the Division was considered to be ready for 

France. 

12-17 July 1915 : landed in France; the Division served with distinction on the Western Front for the remainder 

of the war, taking part in most of the significant actions. 

The Divisions spent its initial period of trench familiarisation and then holding the front lines in the southern 

area of the Ypres salient. 

Actions of the Bluff : 14th February to 2nd March 1916 

V Corps : 17th Division (February); V Corps : 3rd Division, 17th Division (March) 

The Bluff is an artificial height created by the dumping of spoil when the Ypres-Comines Canal was excavated. 

In this low-lying area, and on the northern bank of the canal, it gave a considerable observation advantage to the 

troops occupying it. In the afternoon of 14th February, German infantry successfully attacked the British units 

holding the Bluff, after a very heavy bombardment with shells and trench mortars, and the blowing of some 

mines. 

Preparations were made to recovered this important area, although they were slowed by severe weather. In the 

early morning of 2nd March, after a short bombardment which destroyed the enemy's defensive works, British 

infantry over-ran the position and consolidated it, at a cost of 1,620 casualties. 



 

1914-1915 Star; 1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal 

 

 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: VI. D. 26A. Cemetery: ETAPLES 

MILITARY CEMETERY 

During the First World War, the area around Etaples was the scene of immense concentrations of 

Commonwealth reinforcement camps and hospitals. It was remote from attack, except from aircraft, and 

accessible by railway from both the northern or the southern battlefields. In 1917, 100,000 troops were camped 

among the sand dunes and the hospitals, which included eleven general, one stationary, four Red Cross hospitals 

and a convalescent depot, could deal with 22,000 wounded or sick. 

In September 1919, ten months after the Armistice, three hospitals 

and the Q.M.A.A.C. convalescent depot remained. The cemetery 

contains 10,773 Commonwealth burials of the First World War, the 

earliest dating from May 1915. 35 of these burials are unidentified. 

Hospitals were again stationed at Etaples during the Second World 

War and the cemetery was used for burials from January 1940 until 

the evacuation at the end of May 1940. After the war, a number of 

graves were brought into the cemetery from other French burial 

grounds. Of the 119 Second World War burials, 38 are unidentified. 

Etaples Military Cemetery also contains 658 German burials and a 

few war graves of other nationalities. The cemetery, the largest 

Commission cemetery in France, was designed by Sir Edwin 

Lutyens. No. of Identified Casualties: 11479  

His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Tollesbury                    

 Last updated  13/05/2008  

 

Saint Mary's Tollesbury 


